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70 THE: 


NOBILITY : ow | GENTRY 


of this KiNGDOM 3 
And to the 
TRADE RS in JEWELS, 


Nan 


F 


Manufacturers in DIAMoNDs. 


'8 


HAVE endeavoured to promote the in- 


tereſt of all who are concerned in the 


two moſt important articles of Jewels, 
Diamonds and Pearl, in a Treatiſe lately 
publiſhed, which will anſwer the end pro- 
poſed, if its contents are truly underſtood : 
| Yet ſome Jewellers, who are but little ac- 
quainted therewith, and others of them, 
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who have not the leaſt knowledge of it, 
from an apprehenſion that the principles of 
the Book will expoſe the errors and male 
practices in the Jewelling buſineſs, leſt they 


Thould be affected by it, have induſtriouſſy 


given out, that it expoſes the ſecrets of the 
trade to its hurt. This is done to prevent its 
being regarded, _ 

IN order to ſhew, that it is calculated to 
advance the real intereſt of the trade, and 
of all who are, or may be poſſeſſed of thoſe 
Jewels, and alfo that the ſecrets therein laid 
open are thoſe of my own diſcovering, the 
effect of many years ſtudy, and the per- 
fecting of which for publick ſervice hath 
been attended with a conſiderable expence, 
and which the trade were not acquainted 
with before the publication of this Trea- 


tiſe; I think it incumbent on me to give 
an Abſtract with a few remarks on ſome 


parts thereof, which alone, I think, will 


make what I have ſaid _ to be matters a 


of fact. | | | 
' FinsT; 1 beg leave to mention, chat the 


a Principle or — eſtimating the value of 


— 


et}: 8 A dee 


6 


large Diamonds and Pearls, and the Rules 


laid down for the moſt compleat working of 
Diamonds, and the Teſts exhibited in dhe 


Book to prove the truth or falſhood of the 
workmanſhip of Diamonds, are allowed by 
thoſe of the trade, who have examined 
them with attention, to be founded on 
truth; and moreover, that ſuch are go- 
verned thereby in their tranſactions of bu- 
ſineſs. And I am forry to have occaſion to 


ſay, that even thoſe are not much diſpoſed 
to recommend this Book, either to others of 
the trade, or to private perſons, chuſing to have 


the poſſefſion of the knowledge they have 
acquired by it to themſelves. But, ſurely, 


if it be of uſe to any Jewellers, it ought 


to be univerſally known amongſt them; in 
as much as the value of larger Lwelt, 

which is principally regarded in this Trea- 
tiſe, will thereby be wel ſupported, which 


have hitherto been expoſed to an arbitrary, 


capricious valuation, to the frequent hurt, 
not only of private people, but even thoſe 
of the trade, And this (together with an 


unqueſtionably greater increaſe of dealers! in 
A ſuch 


(6) 


ſuch Jewels ariſing therefrom) will cauſe 


them to be more marketable than in times 
paſt; the number of thoſe dealers hereto- 


fore having been but very ſmall, which 


was owing to the want of ſuch a ſyſtem as 
is now tendered to the whole profeſſion. 


Therefore T cannot ſuffer myſelf to doubt 


but that the Treatiſe will in time be as well 


approved of by all Jewellers, as it is already 


by ſome, ſince the principles and rules therein 
contained enable them to aſcertain truly the 
value of capital Jewels, and by that means 


| render them a very uſeſul and valuable 


body of people to the whole community. 

Tu is leads me to take ſome {mall notice 
of what is related in the Treatiſe, concern- 
ing traders not knowing how to eſtimate the 
natural value of capital Jewels in time 
paſt. In the late war ſome great perſo- 


nages abroad, diſtreſſed thereby, could nei- 


ther pledge or fell their Jewels for more 
than: or of their coſt, principally ariſing 
from that cauſe. Befides, it is therein re- 


marked, that there are ſome Jewels in 


n of that ſort, that have lain many 


| 
| 
| 
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(3) 
years unſold, arifing chiefly from the ſame 
cauſe ;'' whereas if their real value was 
known, it would facilitate their fale, and 


prevent the many ſtratagems and artifices 


commonly made uſe of in ſuch tranſacti- 
ons. And I think, the nearer people of real 
{kill can agree in judgment concerning the 
value of fuch Jewels, the nearer is their in- 


trinſick worth proved; and that a conſide- 


rable nearneſs of judgment i is to be brought 


about, by adhering to the principles and 


other aids of the Treatiſe, will, I think. 
appear at the cloſe of this Abſtract. 

I now proceed to the Principle or Rule 
for eſtimating the value of Diamonds and 
Pearls; and obſerve, that the knowledge 
thereof, with its practical uſe, is to be at- 
tained in a few minutes; after which, all 
that is neceſſary to be known in order to 
come at the value of a Diamond or Pearl 
of any weight above a carat, of what per- 
fection or imperfection ſoever, is to aſcer- 


tain what it may be worth per carat, which 


is to be learnt of any ſkilful Jeweller, who 
knows the Rule, and thoſe who do not, 
A 4 wil 


NY 1 
| will ſcarce underſtand the queſtion, : and 
| they are not [qualified to eſtimate the value 
of Diamonds and Pearl of any conſidera- 
ble ſize. Again, I have exhibited on cop- 
per- plates, annexed to the Treatiſe, a Table 
of the prices of well-wrought Diamonds, 
of the mean or middle ſort, from thoſe of 
one carat weight up to 100 carats, accord- 
| ing to their progreſſive increaſe in weight 
1 and ſize; ſo that the price of a Diamond of 
== any weight of that fortment i is to be found | 
therein. ä 
Tu weight of each Diamond is con- 
tained in the firſt column, and the price op- 
poſite to it in the ſecond: By that means 
the value of a Diamond of any weight, 
of the better or worſe ſort, is ſoon to 
= i I ſettled; for if a Diemoad. be better 
than one of that ſortment, ſo much 
fer Cent. muſt be added to the price 
of one of equal weight with the Diamond 
whoſe value is ſought, as judgment directs; 
if worſe, ſo much per Cent. muſt be a- 
bated. The higheſt and loweſt value of 
” wrought. Diamonds i is to be found in the 
Treatiſe, 
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T rntile? which is of great uſe in any in- 
quiry of this kind. For the ſame reaſon is 
given another Table for finding the value of 
large Pearl; and as theſe Tables are formed 
on the beforementioned principle, there is 
no neceſſity of having recourſe to the Rule; 
and this is yet a ſhorter way of coming at 
the value of any Diamond or Pearl. More- 
over, there are given eight other diſtinct 
Tables of ſmall Pearl of ſo many different 
degrees of value, which point it out as 
they decreaſe in ſize below that of a carat 


weight, and alſo what they come to per 


ounce according to their leſſening in ſie-. 
AND next I have remarked, that attempts 


have been formerly made to give Tables of 


the prices of Diamonds and Pearl, which 


are extant in ſome other writers: And thoſe 


which I have ſeen concerning Diamonds 
appear very inconſiſtent with truth; ſome 
relating to Pearl appear well comms but 


not very intelligible. As for theſe of mine, 
I hope, they will appear fo plain, that none 


will meet with any difficulty in compre- 


hending them. 1 
THE 


( 10 O 

Tux next thing I take notice of is, that 
Teſts are exhibited to prove the truth or falſe- 
hood of the workmanſhip of any Diamond: 
And it is ſet forth how neceſſary it is to be 
acquainted when a Diamond is well or ill 
wrought, in order to know its true value. 
This will appear by what follows, vis. 
that a Diamond well wrought, carrying its 
juſt ſubſtance and depth, and no more, will 
have all the aſſiſtance that art can give it in 
diſplaying its true luſtre, and all the grace 
and comelineſs of its juſt form; whereas, 
if any Diamond carries too much ſubſtance, 
that will eclipſe and impriſon its luſtre and 
tpirit, and debaſe the beauty of its form in 
proportion to ſuch ſuperabounding. And this 
ſuperabounding of ſubſtance or over-weight 
in any Stone is not to be valued. And as 
there are a great number of Stones ſo cir- 
eumſtanced, by theſe Teſts any may be de- 
tected, from a Stone of one carat weight to 
one of 100 carats, both of Brilliants and 
Roſe Diamonds; for theſe Teſts are juſt re- 
preſentations of thoſe Diamonds, and ex- 
actly ſhew their true expanſion, ſubſtance 

15 ſp 


or depth: They are alſo engraved on os 
per- plates. 

HERE it may be proper to recite an in- 
ſtance, that is given in the Treatiſe, to ſhew 
what impoſition may ariſe from Stone being 
over weighted. In page 23, it is ſaid to this 
purpoſe, that a Stone of the mean or middle 
ſort, of ſix carats weight, may be worth, 
by the Rule given for eſtimating the value 
of Diamonds, 288/. excluſive of the ex- 
pence of workmanſhip; ſuppoſing it well 
wrought, and containing only its due ſub- 
ſtance, and true expanſion. If therefore 
a Stone of ſimilar innate properties ſhould 
weigh fix carats, whoſe expanſion is no 
more than one of five carats, truly wrought, 
it cannot be worth more than one of five 

carats, which by the Rule is worth but 

2001, Again, if another ſimilar in pro- 
perties ſhould* weigh ſix carats, whoſe ex- 
panſion or appearance is but the ſame with 
one of four carats, truly wrought, it can- 
not be worth more than one of four carats, 
which by the Rule is worth but 128/, And 
to this mult be added the expence that ſuch 
Stones 
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* we . 


(12) 


Stones will occaſion the buyers of them, -if 


they ſhould chuſe to have them rectified. 
T. conclude this inſtance will convince any 
one, how neceſſary it is to have recourſe to 
the Teſt, when they are about to purchaſe, 
the larger ſort of Diamonds, more eſpeci- 
ally for private perſons, who have not a juſt 
notion of well, proportioned true wrought 
Diamonds. Moreover, theſe Teſts not on- 
ly detect any Stone that is over weighted, 
but alſo ſhew the particular defects both of 


the form, and of the workmanſhip, which 
ariſe from the over- weight. This the reader 


of the Treatiſe is inſtructed how to diſcern 


in two chapters: One ſetting forth the uſe 
of the Brilliant Diamond ſizes in diſcover- 


ing ill wrought ones: Another that of 
the Roſe Diamond ſizes for the fame pur- 


poſe. Again, theſe Teſts or Sizes alſo diſ- 
cover Diamonds that are too much ex- 
panded for their weight, which in ſome 


inſtances is carried to ſuch an exceſs as ren- 


ders many almoſt void of luſtre, and that 
flame which accompanics true proportioned 


Stones, whether Brilliant or Roſe Diamonds. 
And 


— 


(13) 
And if ſuch are any ways foiled, it will 
deprive them of the faint luſtre they are 
poſſefled of; which will not fo much affect 
Diamonds of more ſubſtance. Beſides, they 


are, in conſequence of their thinneſs, lia- 


ble to break with a knock or with hard preſ- 
ſure. How all ſpread Stones that are not 
too much expanded, and thoſe which are, 
ſhould be valued, may eaſily be known by 


what is offered on thoſe heads in the Trea- 


tiſe. The innate properties of Diamonds 
and Pearl, and what denotes their perfec- 
tion or imperfection is there treated of. 
ANp here I ſhall thus far explain the 
Rule for eſtimating the value of large Dia- 
monds and Pearl of any degree of perfec- 
fection or imperfection, all circumſtances 
conſidered, vi. Whatever you would va- 
lue ſuch a Diamond or Pearl at, if it 


| weighed only a carat, that value and its 


weight being applied to the Rule, the Rule 
will determine its natural and intrinfick 
worth. And this Rule qualifies young 


traders, who know the value of Diamonds 


and Pearl of & carat weight, according to 
„„ 8 the 
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the degrees of their perfection or imper- 


fection, all circumſtances conſidered, to af- 


certain the value of large Diamonds and 
Pearl of any degree of perfection or im- 
perfection. as much as it does thoſe of long 
ſtanding in buſineſs, and who may ha ve 


dealt largely in ſuch. Jewels: A circum- 


ſtance that muſt be greatly advantageous to 
young traders, and of great ſervice to the 
publick, in as much as the moſt knowing 
of the trade have hitherto been found gene- 
rally to differ very widely in their ſenti- 
ments concerning the value of ſuch Jewels, 
even when buying and ſelling of ſuch has 
been out of the caſe; and that hath greatly 
leſſened their ſale, which of courſe muſt 


have been a detrimental circumſtance to 


the trade. Therefore to remove it by ad- 
hering to, and encouraging the propaga- 
tion of the knowledge, amongſt Jewellers, 


of a Rule that is now made plain, and 


rendered ſo helpful to traders, as hath been 
intimated, in eſtimating the worth of large 


Diamonds and Pearl, {which hath the fanc- 


tion of reaſon, experience and antiquity for 
Its 


( 15) 


us truth, muſt be acting like men having 


a regard to the common intereſt and Kol 


nour of the Jewelling Dunes, and be- 


nefit of the publick. 
HERE it may not be! improper to obſerve, 


that although the Rule lies open in the 


Book to the notice of the publick, it can 
be of no detriment to the trade, as no one 


can make uſe of it until the price of the 
firſt carat of any Stone is fixed, which no 
private perſon will think himſelf capable of 


adjuſting. And Ithink it proper alſo here to 
inform thoſe who are poſſeſſed of the Book, 

that the practical uſe of the Principle for 
valuing Diamonds and Pearl is to be found 
in three Examples given in page 58,59, 60 
and alſo that there is an error of the preſs, 
if not corrected, in page 59, where read 


multiply 5 by 8, that makes 40, then add 

to that the value of = of eight pounds. 
The occaſional worth of Jewels, and the 
loſs that may be expected to be ſuſtained 


by the ſale of Jewels to the trade, 1 hope, 


will be found treated of in a proper man- 


ner, This is all that will be offered re- 
g lating 


t * 
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lating to to the larger fort of Diamonds and 


Pearl. 
I HALL now. mention — 18 ale of 


ſmall Diamonds, which is, that they have 
been rather more abuſed by ill workman- 


ſhip than the larger fort ; nay, are generally 


ſo rudely wrought and left loaded with un- 
due weight, as to be almoſt void of luſtre, 


whereas thoſe which are well wrought 


abound therewith ; and farther, that by 
means of having their true expanſion, four 
carats of them will fill up at leaſt one 


fifth more ſpace in a piece of Jewelling 
work, than four carats, of the other can; 


Sherofor there is all that additional ap- 
pearance of ſplendor obtained in a piece of 
work compoſed of ſuch Diamonds, be- 
yond what the others will admit of ; and 
they can be ſet with greater ſecurity 
too, and the Jeweller enabled to make a 
more curious piece of workmanſhip than 
can be performed with ill wrought ones : 


All which painly ſhews, that four carats 


of well- wrought ſmall Diamonds, are of 
more value for uſe, than five carats ill- 
FT , wrought ; 


(e 


wiought; and their being much more beau- 


tiful alſo adds to their value. This abuſe 
of ſmall Diamonds as well as that of the 
larger ſort, ſeems to require the notice of 


great people, as they are their capital per- 
ſonal ornaments; and for the following 


reaſons allo, viz. if this baſe manner of 


working ſhould go on, it muſt increaſe 

the contempt that hath of late been enter- 
tained of them, ariſing chiefly from thence, 
and which may in time deſtroy their value; 
for it hath been often ſaid, that ſome chry- 
ſtal and paſte Jewels (if they muſt be ſo 


called) make as good an Appearance as ſome 


Jewels compoſed of Diamonds. There is 
too much truth in it, with reſpect to ill- 
vwrought Diamonds; but thoſe that are 


well wrought conſpicuouſly outſhine all 


imitations of them whatſoever: And it may 
be faid of the finer fort of Diamonds, that 
they excel all other matter in brightneſs and 


luſtre, almoſt as much as the ſun does the 


moon. | To debaſe, therefore, by ill work- 


manſhip, this firſt- rate Jewel, which muſt. 
be e by Providence for the diſtin- 0 
B guiſhing 
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19 | guiſhing ornaments of great perſonages and 
1 perſons of an affluent fortune, who, doubt- 
„ leſs, would give the price that well- wtonght 
goods may juſtly demand on account of 
the beforementioned confiderations : I fay, 
1 to debaſe, and then recommend ſuch goods 
=_— | under pretence of ſelling them cheap, which 
= : i} | hath lhe prevailed, T think, is, as I ave fd 
in the Treatiſe, a manifeſt affront put on the 
Nobility and Gentry of this kingdom. And 
Fi Ihumbly conceive, notwithſtanding it hath 
1 been ſaid by ſome, who have made, great 
[} | gains by vending ſuch goods, that they 
1 are ſatisfied the Quality will never attend 
to what hath been offered in my Treatiſe (to 
" be fare they hope ſo) I ſtill flatter my- 
ſelf, the reaſons that have been here offer- 
E ed for their ſo doing, will meet with ſome 
| it regard. N. B. Much the major part of 
1 | | the ſmall Diamonds, that have of late years 
| | been made uſe of, were cut in Holland for 
1 cheapneſs, to the great prejudice of our own 
i manufacturers, and hurt of our trade; but 
= fince the publication of my Treatiſe, the 
better method of working is much increaſed, 
and 


CT 
and alſo the Diamond-cutting buſineſs; and 
it cannot be doubted, but it will more and 


more, as the world is convinced of the fit- 


neſs of diſcountenancing the Dutch-wrought 
goods, which are as unpoliſhed, as they are 


ill formed; and the rather, becauſe it will 


promote the employment of our own ma- 
nufacturers, who are well known to be as 
{kilfyl, if not more than thoſe of Holland, 
although not ſo ſervile to work at the mi- 
ſerable prices which are given there. And 
although. all perſons of diſtinction may 


nat think it proper to inform themſelves, 
1o as, to be able to diſcover ſuch as are ill 
wrought, which will require but little trou- 
ble; yet no man, that hath a regard for his 
reputation and intereſt, will paſs any that 


are ill wrought on ſuch perſons, knowing 


they are liable to be detected by others of 


the trade. I am ſorry I have been thus ne- 


ceſſarily led to explain theſe matters, to 


- cauſe a refinement of working of Dia- 


monds, in order to promote the real inte- 
tereſt and credit of the trade; but as it 
ſprings from thoſe motives, I doubt not but 

: Po = | the 
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the ingenuous part of the profeſſion will 
juſtify me in ſo doing, whoſe approbation I 
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regard; and was there not ſo much wealth as 
there is lodg d in Diamonds and Pearls, what 


is contained in the Treatiſe might leſs ex- 
yu the notice of the world. | 


THERE 3s in the Book alſo, occaſionally 
introduced, a narrative of circumſtances 
relating to Brazil and India Diamonds, 
that J am fatisficd will be thought to de- 

mand the attefition and conſideration of 
moſt, if not all the nations of Europe. 

Having recited thus much of the 


Book, I ſhall only ſubjoin the heads of 
its contents, and leave it to the reader to 
imagine, what farther lights may be ob- 


tained by being well acquainted with the 
whole. 


The Contents are as follows: - 


Tntroduftiom. 4 

Of the production of Die ant the 
principle of valuing them. 

Of Brilliant Diamonds, and the method 

f manufacturing them. 

Of the fizes or expanſion of Brilliants, 


Of the uſe of. the Brilliant ies in di 1ſco- 


vering ill. xvrougbit ones. 
Of the method of mana aru ring and valu- 
ing ſpread Brilliants. 
Of Roſe Diamonds. 
Of the impropriety of transforming well- 
wrought Roſe Diamonds into Bri Iliants. 
Of the form of a Roſe Diamond. 
Of the fizes of Roſe Diamonds, and their 


uſe in diſcovering ill made ones. 


of the method of manufatturing and valu- 


ing ſpread Roſe Diamonds. 


_ Of the firſt method of valuing wrought 5 a- 


mond in conjunction with rough Diamonds, 


cout of which they are ſuppoſed to be wrought. 

Of the ſecond method of valuing wrought 
Diamonds, in conjunction with rough Dia- 
monds, outs of which = are funded fo 


be wrought. 


of the method of valuing wad N 
monds, excluſs ve of any regard to rough 
Diamonds. | 

Of the higheſt and loweſt prices of rough 
and poliſhed Diamonds. 

Remarks on Brazil Diamonds. 


Of the Table of the ae of. Diamonds | 
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of the innate per fections and impo ſections 
of Diamonds. 


Of the ſuperior worth of Diamonds over Lia | 
other Jewels. 


Reaſons for working Dias in a 


compleat manner, and the conſequences 
reſulting from à co atrary practice. 


Of the uſe of the Hi es in e ing rough 


Diamonds. © 
Remarks on the India manufatture of 


Diamonds, and their cuſtom. In regard fo 


rough Diamonds. 

Some account of authors who Wr "Bore 
zafore treated of Diamonds, and the 
improvements which "ING been made 1 ſuce 
their times. 

Of Pearl, their gegend ond iber 
feclion. 

Of the Rule of valuing Pearl. 

Obſervations on loſſes ſuppoſed to be . ufained 
by the purchaſing Jewels, 


Conc! on. 


5 2 


VN. B. The Tre ſelf, of hich 
theſe are the. Contents, may be had of 
N. Baldwin, at the Roſe in Pater-Neoſter- 
Row. Price bound-10 s. 6. 


An © 


+8 


(23) 


An Account of the exodus Dravton. 


H AV E been led to this particular con- 
fideration of governor Pitt's great Dia- 
mond, both to evince the truth of the 
principles advanced in the Treatiſe, and 
ſuch as may chuſe to N a true idea * 
that Stone. I am poſſeſſed of two original 
Leads caſt from it, one when it was 
rough, and the other when it was cut 
and poliſhed ; which enable me to exhi- 
bit juſt deſcriptions of it, in both capaci- 
ties, as appears by'a print from a copper 
plate annexed hereto. This print I ſhall 
now ſpeak of. The dotted line ſhews the 
expanſion of the Stone, when rough ; the - 
figure within that, its expanſion, and the 
workmanſhip of its upper part, when cut 
and poliſhed. The lengths of the two ſhaded 
lines ſhew the depth of the Stone in both 
capacities ; the upper, that of the Diamond 
when rough ; the under, the depth of it 
when poliſh'd ; the otogon below them, 
the allet of the Stone. The figure under- 
| B4 neath 
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neath ſhews the ſize or the expanſion it ought 


to a been of, for the weight it bore when 


; ſo of courſe it appears to contain too 


mh weight for its expanſion, I ſhall 


now point out the cauſe of its containing 
that over-weight, vis. Its depth is equal to 


that of the lowermoſt figure, which figure 
exhibits the expanſion of one of 136 ca- 
rats 3; next, its collet is larger than one of 


136 carats ſhould be; ſo that alſo cauſes a 
retaining of weight, and the over-weight 
of the Stone appears to be about 6 earats 
or 7 carats : So the Stone'is to be valued 


as one of about 130 carats, as will appear. 
There are other defects in the manufacture 


of that Stone; its table is too ſmall, and 


its ſhape does not correſpond with that of 
its girdle, by being too oblong ; nor is it 
in the middle of the Stone's upper ſurface ; 


and the ſtar facets, which ſurround the 
table, are divided, which renders the luſtre 


of thoſe angles faint ; and by their ſmall- 
neſs they do not connect well with the reſt, 
nor do they appear graceful, but diminu- 
tive nd mean, which the under figure 

makes 


83 
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* evident: The collet is an octogon not 


N with the form of its table. Hav- 
ing thus deſcribed the errors of the manu- 
facture of this Diamond, leſt it might be 


thought a reflection on thoſe who perform- 
ed the workmanſhip of it, I have this to 


ſay from good authority: The imperfection 


thereof was chiefly owing to the gentleman. 


who had the principal direction of that un- 
dertaking, who would not ſuffer it to be 


more truly wrought for the ſake of ſaving. 


weight, in as much as its weight had been 
greatly reduced by the pieces that were 
ſawed off before it was formed for poliſhing. 
This was Sir Stephen Evance, to whom the 
Diamond was conſigned by governor Pitt, 
as will appear. But before I mention any 


thing farther concerning the conſignment 
of the Diamond to that gentleman, I 
beg leave firſt; to ſay here, as I have in 


the Treatiſe, it is juſt, that the largeſt 
and fineſt Diamond in Europe ſhould 
have all the aſſiſtance that art can be- 
ſtow on it, in order to render it com- 


pleat in its form, and procure that grand 


luſtre 
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luſtre it is ſuſceptible of, by diſcharging the 


exuberance of its weight, which will not in 
the leaſt diminiſh its expanſion ; and then, 
as J have there ſaid, it may be allowed to 
poſſeſs all the dignity that nature has fa- 
voured it with, and that art hath done it 
jaſtice. The conſequence of this will be 


the heightening its value; for as its over- 


weight renders it uncomely in its fi- 


gure, and impriſons its true ſpirit and 


luſtre, it is not to be valued; and by re- 


ducing the weight of the Stone to 130 ca- 


rats, as hath been mentioned, every grain 
thereof will be enlivened, and become more 
vigorous in diſplaying its luſtre; and this 


will render its form gracefal, and it will 
magnify it in appearance by its whole face 


being laid more open to fight; and the aug- 
mentation of its luſtre will have the fame 


effect alſo. The procuring to it theſe ad- 


vantages, by working it thus according to 


the mathematical plan laid down in the 
Treatiſe, will be allowed, muſt greatly 


inhance the value of the remaining weight 


act: 8 which 
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which will farther appear by what I ſhall 
| now mention concerning the price at which 
it was fold, with ſome other circumſtances, | 
I am well informed it was fold for 
135, 000. to the Duke of Orleans on ac- 
count of the French King, I think, about 
the year 1717; but 5ooo!. thereof was 
given and ſpent in negotiating the ſale of 
it, Now admitting it was ſold for 
135, 0. it is rating the Stone but at 71. 
96. per carat, with an overplus of 6284. 135. 
2 which any one may know that is ac- 
'Y | quainted with the Rule exhibited 'in the 
= Treatiſe; again, the workmanſhip of the 
Stone coſt oo. ſo the Diamond itſelf 
was fold but for 130, oool. which is but 
9031. 185. 94. above 71. per carat. | 
And this is a price much below its real 
worth even at this time, in which Dia- 
monds bear not the value they did then; 
in as much as 8J. per carat is now the 
price of a Stone of the mean or middle 
- fort, not burthened with a uſeleſs and 
hurtful weight; therefore its being va- 
lued ſo much below one of that degree 
"FM + 5 
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of goodneſs cannot be juſt, although it 
hath ſo much exuberant weight, if what is 
generally ſaid of it be be true, which is, 
that it approaches near to one of the 
firſt water, and hath only a ſmall foul or 
ſpot in it, and that lying in ſuch a manner 
as not to be diſcerned when the Stone is 
ſet. Wherefore I judge it may be rated at 


leaſt at 8. per carat, which will make its 


preſent weight amount to 149,609/. 105. 
and I conceive it will not be overvaluing it 


to eſtimate it at 150,000/, To make this 


evident, let us ſee what improvement of 
value may be made by giving it all the ad- 
vantage art can ſtill beſtow on it. 

_ I vENTURE to ſay, by reducing it to 
130 carats, it will then be worth, at leaſt, 
rol, per carat, which will make that 
weight worth 169,000/, But farther, a 
Diamond of the greateſt perfection may 
be, according to the preſent. currency, 
worth 121. per carat, (which is obſerved in 
the Treatiſe,) ſo there is a poſſibility of its 
gaining many Tool. more advantage by 


thus diſplaying its innate * 
— 
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have been more particular in ſetting this 
matter in a clear light, as it affords a ſtrong 


evidence of the truth of the principle for 


manufacturing Diamonds: But beſides, I 
have it in my power to ſatisfy any perſon, 


whom it will oblige, with ocular de- 


monſtration, of the verity of the different 
effects of different proportioned Stones. I 
think I have next to certainty ſhewn, that 


this great and valuable Jewel was worth, at 
the time it was ſold, vaſtly more than was 


paid for it, and that it was even ſold much 


below its preſent worth, ſuppoſing it to be 


attended with all the imperfections of 
workmanſhip mentioned, and alſo with 


the redundancy of weight ſpoken of: 
From whence I preſume to think, that nei- 


ther the ſeller of this Diamond nor the 
buyer were then acquainted with its true 


value, which may now be eaſily aſcertained 
by ſuch as know what it 1s worth per carat, 


according to the Rule of eſtimating, given 


in the Treatiſe, 


Now I é will chew what it would be 


worth, ſuppeling it was to receive all the 


advantages 
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advantages that art could give it, although, 
in conſequence thereof, it mould be re- 


duced to the weight of 130 carats; if it 
Was a Stone of the utmoſt perfection in 


regard to its natural propetties, vig. it would 
be worth, according to the ſuppoſed cur- 
rency mentioned in the Treatiſe, 12 J. 
per carat, and then its value would be 


202, 800 l. By che notice I have taken of 


this important Jewel it will appear, that I 


am ſolicitous for the maintenance of the 


grandeur and worth thereof; and if his 


. of France ſhould ever be diſpoſed 


to approve of the refinement of the ma- 


polar of this Jewel, I am humbly of 


opinion, that it ſhould be undertaken by a 
perſon. who can previouſly. exhibit the 
exact figure it will be of, when altered, 
and alſo aſcertain the preciſe loſs of weight 


it will ſuſtain by ſuch an operation. And 


of doing this, I apprehend very few will be 
found capable ; and beſides, a chryſtal, cu- 


. riouſly and exactly wrought, agreeable to the 


model exhibited, ſetting forth the intended 
alteration, ſhould alſo be given, in order to af- 
ford 
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ford a farther previous ſatisfaction of the 
appearance it will make when altered. And 
I think, this ſatisfaction ſhould be given to 
any perſon, who has a Stone of any conſi- 
derable value to be wrought, whether it be 
a rough Stone, or one ill manufactured; all 
which is attainable. 5 

To return to what relates to the con- 
ſignment of the Diamond to Sir Stephen 
Evance, of London, Kt. by governor Pitt, 
then of Fort St. George. It appears, by 
an original bill of lading, concerning that 
Stone, which J have in my poſſeſſion, and 
I believe the only one | exiſting, chat it 
was ſent from thence in the ſhip Bed- 
ferd, Captain John Hudſon commander, 
March 8, 1701-2. and charged to the 
Captain at 6 500 Pagodas only, The date 
of this bill of lading agrees with the time, 
the governor mentions, of his purchaſing wit 
Diamond in Tadia, as appears by a letter 
publiſhed in the Daily Poſt, November 
3, 1743; which letter was inſerted to 
vindicate the governor's character, which, 


ſays it, had. been N abuſed with 
f 1 reſpect 
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OP wp to the manner of his. obtaining 
it. To that end it is there ſaid, that after 


pagoda. 


doubt not, will be as manifeſtly ſeen by the 


 everal offers made by the eller of that 


Diamond, he was brought to accept of 
:48,000 pagodas, inſtead of 200,000, 
which: he at firſt aſked. for it; and for that 
ſum, it ſays, the governor cloſed with him, 
and the Stone was delivered, for which, 
it ſays, he paid him very honourably, and 
after that had freq quent. dealings with 
him; and it mentions. a conſiderable ſum 
of money in that merchant's hands at his 
coming away from Fort St. George; all 
which is taking notice of, to prove he did 
not come by it by any indirect means. 
The weight of the Stone was about 305 
mangelms, or about 400 carats. The 
48, ooo pagodas or padagoes make 20, 400l. 
Herling, being then valued at $5. 6d. per 
The teſtimonies of this relation 
ſufficiently prove its authentickneſs; and my 


labour in the ſearch of matters of fact, I 


account 1 have, * his important 
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